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Sept. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on Withdrawal of the Nomination of William F. Weld To Be
Ambassador to Mexico
September 15, 1997

With great disappointment I accepted Gov-
ernor Bill Weld’s decision today to withdraw
as my nominee for Ambassador to Mexico. He
would have been a superb Ambassador to Mex-
ico.

The American people have not been well
served during this process for several reasons.
First, they have lost the opportunity of being
represented in one of our most important am-
bassadorial positions by this outstanding public
servant. Second, because Governor Weld was
denied his right to a fair hearing, the American
people lost their right to judge his qualifications
for themselves. Third, they were denied a voice
in this issue because their representatives in the

United States Senate were prevented from vot-
ing on the nomination. And finally, at a time
when we had been making strides towards a
bipartisan foreign policy, the treatment that my
nominee received reflected a divisiveness that
does not well serve the American people.

Our relations with Mexico are critical to our
national security and to our economy. I will
now work to find a replacement for Governor
Weld who will meet the same high standards
he would have set.

NOTE: Press Secretary Mike McCurry read this
statement during his daily briefing, which began
at 2:24 p.m.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Mexico-United States Convention
for the Protection of Migratory Birds and Game Mammals With
Documentation
September 15, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Protocol Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the United Mexican States Amending
the Convention for the Protection of Migratory
Birds and Game Mammals, signed at Mexico
City on May 5, 1997 (‘‘the Mexico Protocol’’).
I transmit also, for the information of the Sen-
ate, the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Mexico Protocol.

In concert with a similar Protocol between
the Governments of the United States and Can-
ada, the Mexico Protocol represents a consider-
able achievement for the United States in con-
serving migratory birds and balancing the inter-
ests of conservationists, sports hunters, and in-
digenous people. The Protocol should further
enhance the management of and protection of
this important resource for the benefit of all
users.

The Mexico Protocol is particularly important
because it will permit the full implementation
of the Protocol Amending the 1916 Convention
for the Protection of Migratory Birds in Canada
and the United States (‘‘the Canada Protocol’’)
that is pending before the Senate at this time.
The Canada Protocol is an important agreement
that addresses the management of a spring/sum-
mer subsistence hunt of waterfowl in commu-
nities in Alaska and northern Canada. The Mex-
ico Protocol conforms the Canadian and Mexi-
can migratory bird conventions in a manner that
will permit a legal and regulated spring/summer
subsistence hunt in Canada and the United
States.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Protocol and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 15, 1997.
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